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there a person who says to his teacher: ‘you have come 
to bring dissension upon us?” 


Elsewhere we learn: [All animals born] from the first of Tishré to 
the twenty-ninth of Elul combine (for the tithe of cattle]. Five born 
before the New Year and five born after the New Year do not 
combine. But five born before the period of tithing] and five born 
after the period of tithing do combine to enter the same shed for 
tithing [M. Bekh. 9:6]. 


If so why did they speak of three periods for the tithing of cattle? [It is 
for the purpose of informing us that until the arrival of the [tithing] 
period it is permitted to sell and slaughter [the animals, but when the 
period has arrived he must not kill, but if he did, he is exempt. 


Said R. Yosé, “It follows that they did not require the tithing of cattle 
similar to the time of the formation of fruits nor to [the stage of] one- 
third [maturity]. For if you say, “similar to the time of the formation of 
fruits,’ it would have taught ‘all those conceived from the twenty-ninth 
of Elul.’ If you say, ‘according to [the stage of] one-third [maturity], it 
would have taught, ‘all those born until the twenty-second of it [Elul].” 


R. Shammai in the name of R. Abun bar Hiyya: “They did determine 
tithing of cattle according to [the stage of] the third [maturity], in 
accord with the view of R. Simeon. For R. Simeon said, “An animal, 
though immature can enter the shed to be tithed.’” 


R. Mana rose against R. Shammai. He said to him, “Have you made 
this statement? Behold we have learned: Ben Azzai says, those born 
in Elul are tithed by themselves.’ Is this not even if the beast was 
born until the twenty-ninth of Elul? But then can you then say that Ben 
Azzai is going over the same ground as R. Simeon” 


No, he follows the Rabbis: Just as you say according to the Rabbis: 
leave them and tithe them next year and they will be tithed with those 
born in the same year, likewise you would say according to Ben Azzai: 
leave them for the coming period and they will be tithed with those 
belonging to Elul. 


[G] Said Rab Huna, “It follows that the days in which the firstborn is 
lacking in time [eight days] are included in its year.” 


[H] Said R. Mana, “R. Jonah my father learned it from the 
following verse: ‘all the firstling males that are born of your 
herd and of your flock you shall sanctity unto the Lord your 


